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Blessing of Animals

Sunday, September 30, 2018

12:45 pm

         Saint John Neumann 

Sign of the Cross
Presider: 
Welcome! We join in worship today with all our brothers and sisters of creation. We sing with all creatures of the earth that make our lives richer because of their presence. 
We sing with all God’s beautiful creation.
Gathering Song: Morning Has Broken
Opening Prayer
Let us pray. O God, you have made us and these pets and all living things. You are even more wonderful than the things you have made. We thank you for giving us these pets who give us joy. May we mirror your gentle and constant care for us as we in turn take care for our pets. By doing this, we share in your own love for all creation. We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen.

Liturgy of the Word

A reading from the book of Job (12: 7, 8b, 10a)
“But ask the animals, and they will teach you; the birds of the air, and they will tell you; ...and the fish of the sea will declare to you. In his hand is the life of every living thing...” 
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
INTERCESSIONS

Leader:
For the protection of all your creatures that breathe and move and have life,
All:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: That we may love and honor the works of God's hand,
All:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:
That each pet here may be treasured with care,
All:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:  That we may sense your presence in all your creatures,

All:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: That like St. Francis our hearts may be open to the wonder of all of your creation,
All:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Lord’s Prayer
BLESSING PRAYER
Leader: “Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures. You called forth fish in the sea, birds in the air and animals on the land. You inspired Saint Francis to call all of them his brothers and sisters. 
We ask you to bless these beloved creatures here and those waiting to be adopted. Watch over the wild animals, and the habitats they call home. Help us to be good stewards of the gifts of creation. 
And we remember our animal companions who are no longer with us physically. We are confident that our Creator continues to care for them.  We give thanks for the gifts they gave us and the variety of ways they enriched and blessed our lives. 
We thank you for the companionship of our pets that give us unconditional love, make us smile and ease our sorrows.  By the power of your love, enable them to live according to your plan. 
May we always praise you for all your beauty in creation. Blessed are you, Lord our God, in all your creatures! Amen.” 

Dismissal:
L: May the Holy Spirit fill you with the knowledge of God’s presence on Earth and the presence of Christ within you. Go in peace! Serving Christ and loving all creatures!

Closing Song: Let All Things Now Living
After the concluding song, 

all the animals present 

may be brought forward 

for an individual blessing. 

Thank you for coming

to St. John Neumann’s

Blessing of the Animals!

Prayer service adapted from “Blessings of the Animals” by Catholic Climate Covena









